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Press Release

City leaders, dignitaries, family and friends gathered to celebrate the 5th Annual Who’s Who in Asian American Communities Leaders & Legends Awards on Saturday, Aug. 28. Held at the Gwinnett Convention Center & Performing Arts Center, the annual fête is created to honor and acknowledge the most distinguished Asian American role models and pioneers across the nation.

This year, Sachi Koto Communications launched the WWAAC Alliance Conference, which served as the perfect complement to the gala. Also held at the Gwinnett Convention Center, the daylong seminar included sessions highlighting ways to leverage your business, the importance of being eco-friendly and women’s initiatives. The conference also included a luncheon, with Rear Admiral Eleanor V. Valentin delivering the keynote address. The symposium was concluded with a WWAAC Honoree Roundtable, with featured panelists Ron Chang (United Parcel Service Inc.), Michael Chen (GE Capital), Bill Imada (IW Group Inc.) and Judge Al Wong (State Court of DeKalb County) and Lieutenant General Joseph F. Peterson. Chris Chan, an attorney with Sutherland Asbill & Brennan LLP, served as the moderator. 

After guests were treated to a buffet and reception, they were ushered into the Performing Arts Center, while melodic drumbeats filled the theater. The ceremony commenced with a mini documentary, “Celebrating Our Diversity and History: The Asian American Dream,” which provided a rare look at the diversity, history and rich culture of the early Asian settlers in America, along with a glimpse of the first Asian immigrants to settle in Georgia in the 20th century. 

This year’s honorees include elite representatives in the Asian community that have excelled in their respective fields. They have taken risks, broken barriers and have made tremendous sacrifices in order to pave the way for future generations. The 2010 Leaders & Legends Honorees include: Patricia “Kiko” Harvey, vice president of Corporate Audit for Delta Air Lines Inc.; Shamina Singh, chief operating officer of Citi Community Development; Michael Chen, president and CEO of media, communications and entertainment for GE Capital; and Ronald Chang, vice president of corporate mergers and acquisitions for United Parcel Service Inc. The Community Spirit Award was presented to Lt. Gen. Joseph F. Peterson, Deputy Commanding General for the United States Army Forces Command. McDonald’s USA was the recipient of the 2010 WWAAC Corporate Champion Award for exhibiting corporate diversity, incorporating inclusion initiatives and being dedicated to the Asian community.

The evening’s entertainment was definitely a highlight. Composed of the top five winners of Kolloboration Atlanta, a Southeast Asian American nonprofit that produces an annual showcase for local talent, the youth performers bridged the gap between generations of old and new. Harmonious guitar duo The Fu and angelic vocalist Clara Bo Eun Hong blessed the crowd with their vocal prowess. Persuasian & TNT, a male and female blended dance group, showcased intricate choreography with hip-hop infused beats. The Atlanta Professional Dance Academy provided cultural entertainment, with the dance company performing the Red and Green Dance from the Dai culture, which depicts young Dai girls playing in the countryside during springtime. A group of contortionists, breakdancing group Lost in the Gym, made spinning on your head look like a simple feat, and the fabulous human beat box, Rubox Cube, was a certified crowd-pleaser.   

Each year the WWAAC Awards honors Asian Americans that have played a vital role in the Asian community. They include those that are the highest-ranking Asian Americans in their field that have made major contributions in all areas of life. They are leaders in their families and companies. They are the Leaders & Legends of the Asian American community.
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